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This month’s letter is from Revd Andrew Smith 
 

Greetings from the Rectory…  
 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy New Year. 
 

Christmas and the New Year are known as times of celebration and joy. But I am 
also mindful of those who are suffering at this time. The consequences of the 
pandemic and lockdown have affected every part of our society, and we pray 
for all those who are suffering health and financial concerns.  
 

Although services in church were greatly limited for much of 2020, our online 
services have been a successful tool in reaching out to our communities and 
supporting those who have been isolating. If we think about the things which 
make a ‘successful’ church, I am sure we could come up with a number of     
indicators; an obvious one is the numbers attending services, but this is by no 
means the only one. In the New Year, I would like us all to think about ways we 
can look at what we are doing, and more importantly the way we are doing 
things which will improve the success we have as a church. 
 

Before we start to think of what we are doing, we need to be sure all that we do  
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is safe. To help us be assured of this, we are thankful to have our faithful      
Benefice Church Wardens who have been watching over buildings and keeping 
them Covid secure. 
 

Bishop Martyn has set a challenge to us as a Diocese to look at mission within 
our churches. If we think about what we do, we are quite good at ministry 
within our own 4 walls, but perhaps not as good at taking the message of God’s 
Kingdom out into our communities. That doesn’t mean standing on street    
corners wearing a sandwich board, but it is more about living loving lives where 
people are, and showing them that to live life knowing Jesus is fun and vibrant, 
but also rewarding. To do that we must look at our own lives first, and ask   
ourselves the question: when we look into a mirror, what do we see? I hope 
the answer is that we see a happy, contented person, living a life in Christ,       
loving God and our neighbour. And if we see that, then that is the image of the 
church. This is the image which we need to be showing as our mission. 
 

Looking forward to 2021, this will be an exciting year. Aside from the usual 
events that we look forward to, we look forward to growing our ministry and 
connections with our communities. We have learnt much through our          
ministering together through these difficult times. Developing and growing our 
ministry teams will be such an important part of this shared ministry, and  
without the continuing commitment from all members of the team we are - in 
the immortal words from Private Frazer of Dad’s Army - ‘Doooomed!!!!’ 
 

I mentioned earlier those suffering because of the pandemic, and I was         
particularly struck by one pastor in the Midlands, when interviewed, saying 
that although he was devastated by the suffering and need in his parish, one 
positive thing which he had noticed was the sense of community which had 
prevailed. I am hoping and praying that our communities can continue to     
nurture the same feeling of mutual support that we have witnessed         
throughout the crisis as we move forward into a new chapter. 
 

I am looking forward to seeing you all in person as we set off on a new               
adventure in a new year!  
 

With New Year Blessings. 
 

Revd Andrew 
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<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Your Benefice Safeguarding Team 
 

Pat Barnes                                       Mary Gibson 
patray134@hotmail.co.uk            baba.gibson@yahoo.co.uk 

01455 821154                                 01530 231993     
 

If you have ANY concerns about a child, the conduct of an adult towards a child 
or vulnerable adult (however insignificant you feel it may be), please  refer to 
one of the Benefice Safeguarding Team, who will then consult with the          
Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser. 

 
 
 

Beta Bible Study group continues to meet via Zoom while we are in  Tier 3.  
 

Our meetings are on alternate Tuesdays :  
 5th and 19th January at 2 pm 

 

We will be starting a new study book based on the prayers of Jesus as he goes 
to the Cross.  We will continue with the book throughout January,  February 
and during Lent.  

 

Please contact Helen on 01530 230532 if you would like any further            
information and are thinking of joining us! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

               Benefice Registers 
       December 2020 

Funerals: 

 

December 14th: Charles Edward (Ted) Hunt (Markfield), Gilroes Crematorium  
 

December 18th: Trevor Seal, St Michael and All Angels, Markfield. 
 

Please remember the families and friends in your prayers 
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Please Note: The current online service is held at 10.15 am each Sunday for all   
                         churches. Other services detailed below. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

St Michael and All Angels’ Church, Markfield 
 

3rd Jan      Epiphany                    10.30 am        Holy Communion 
10th Jan    Baptism of Christ      6.00 pm          Holy Communion 
17th Jan    Epiphany 3                 ————        Online Service only  
24th Jan    Epiphany 4                 6.00 pm          Holy Communion (CW)  
31st Jan    Candlemas                  6.00 pm          Joint Copt Oak & Markfield Service 
                                                                                 At Markfield 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St Mary and All Saints’ Church, Stanton under Bardon 
 

3rd Jan      Epiphany                    10.30 am         Holy Communion 
10th Jan    Baptism of Christ      ————         Online Service only 
17th Jan    Epiphany 3                 10.30 am        Holy Communion 
24th Jan    Epiphany 4                 10.30 am        Morning Prayer 
31st Jan    Candlemas                  10.30 am        Joint Thornton and Stanton Service 
                                                                                 at Thornton 
__________________________________________________________________________________________          

St Peter’s Church, Thornton 
3rd Jan      Epiphany                    10.30 am          All Age Service 
10th Jan    Baptism of Christ      10.30 am         Holy Communion 
17th Jan    Epiphany 3                 ————          Online Service only 
24th Jan    Epiphany 4                 10.30 am         Holy Communion 
31st Jan     Candlemas                 10.30 am         Joint Thornton and Stanton Service 
                                                                                 at Thornton 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

St Peter’s Church, Copt Oak 
3rd Jan      Epiphany                   6.00 pm          Holy Communion (BCP)      
10th Jan   Baptism of Christ      3.00 pm          Praise Service (Service of the Word) 
17th Jan    Epiphany 3                9.15 am          Holy Communion (CW) 
24th Jan    Epiphany 4                6.00 pm          Evening Prayer (BCP)               
31st Jan    Candlemas                 6.00 pm          Joint Copt Oak & Markfield Service 
                                                                                At Markfield 

Church Services across the Benefice 
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The Benefice of Markfield, Thornton, Bagworth &  
Stanton under Bardon and Copt Oak 

Prayer Diary  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Prayer 

Cycle 

Church 

Local 

Church 

Local & 

National 

Community 

Nation 

& World 

Benefice 

Street by Street 

3rd Jan Our Rector 

and 

Associate 

Retired Clergy 

  

MP’s and    

Parliament 

Altar Stones Lane,  

Hill Lane,  

Hill Lane Close 

10th Jan Ministers 

Our Readers 

and their  

ministry 

Those training 

for ordained 

ministry 

Our Prime 

Minister 

and the  

Cabinet 

Ashby Road, 

The Paddock, 

Avery Drive 

17th Jan Our Church 

wardens and 

sidespeople 

Archbishops 

Justin and John 

Our  

Government 

The Elms,  

The Crofts 

Barn Way, 

The Pinfold, 

24th Jan Bishops and 

Archdeacons 

Bishop Martyn, 

Bishop Guli 

UK 

Parliament 

Countryman Way,  

Beacon Close,  

Bradgate Road 

31st Jan Our  
Parochial 
Church 
Councils 
(PCC’s) 

General 
 Synod 

Our mayor, 
local 
Councillors 
and County 
Council 

Linford Crescent, 

Beech Close, 

Beech Way 

 

“With realization of one's own potential and self-confidence in one's ability, 
one can build a better world”.      

 

Dalai Lama 
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    Daily prayer for Epiphany 
 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God, our light and our salvation, 
to you be glory and praise for ever. 
You gave your Christ as a light to the nations, and through the anointing of the 
Spirit you established us as a royal priesthood. 
As you call us into your marvellous light, may our lives bear witness to your 
truth and our lips never cease to proclaim your praise. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh and splendour of the Father: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

A Song of God’s Splendour 
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
Sing to the Lord and bless his name; tell out his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples. 
Honour and majesty are before him; power and splendour are in his sanctuary. 
Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;  
ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name;  
bring offerings and come into his courts. 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  
let the whole earth tremble before him. 
Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king.   
With righteousness he will judge the world and the peoples with his truth. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come; the glory of the Lord is rising upon you. 
God’s salvation has been openly shown to all people. The glory of the Lord is 
rising upon you. Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Intercessions 
From the rising of the sun to its setting, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the Church. 
You have called us into the family of those who are the children of God. 
May our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ be strengthened by your 
grace. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us. 
 

You have called us to be a temple where the Holy Spirit can dwell. 
Give us clean hands and pure hearts so that our lives will reflect your holiness. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us. 
 

You have called us to be a light to the world, so that those in darkness come to 
you. May our lives shine as a witness to the saving grace you have given for all. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us. 
 

You have called us to be members of your body, so that when one suffers, all 
suffer together. We ask for your comfort and healing power to bring hope to 
those in distress. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us. 
 

You have called us to be the Bride, where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom. 
Prepare us for the wedding feast, where we will be united with you for ever. 
Jesus, Lord of the Church, in your mercy hear us. 
 

Jesus, Lord of the Church, you have called us into fellowship with all your saints. 
We unite our prayers with theirs and ask for grace to serve you with joy 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for all eternity. Amen. 
 

May Christ, who sends us to the nations, give us the power of his Spirit.  Amen. 
Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Readings for January 
                        Morning                                                           Evening 

 

 1st     Ps 8, Luke 2:15-21                                           Ps 115 Acts 3:1-16 
 

2nd     Ps 98:1-4 John 1:19-28                                   Ps 46 Colossians 2:8 
 

3rd      Ps 147:13 John1:10-18                       Ps 135 Romans 12:1-8 
 

4th      Ps 98:8 John 1:35-42                          Ps 87 Colossians 3:12-4:1 
 

5th      Ps 100 John 1:43                                     Ps 97 John 4:7-26 

 

6th     Ps 72:10-15 Matt 2:1-12                                  Ps 98 John 2:1-11 
 

7th      Ps 2:7 Matt 4:12                                  Ps 118 Matt 20:1-16 
 

8th      Ps 72:1-8 Mark6:34-44                           Ps 145 Matt 20:17-28 
 

9th      Ps 72:10-13 Mark 6:45-52                       Ps 36 Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 
 

10th   Ps 29 Mark 1:4-11                                             Ps 46 Matt Ephesians 2:1-10 
   
11th   Ps 97:1-2, 6-10 Mark 1:14-2                           Ps 34 Matt 21:1-17 
 

12th    Ps 8 Mark1:21-28                                             Ps 45 Matt 21:18-32 
  
13th    Ps 105:1-9 Mark 1:29-39                        Ps 47 Matt 21:33 
  
14th    Ps 95:1,8 Mark 1:40        Ps 61 Matt 22:1-14 
 

15th   Ps 78:3-8 Mark2:1-12                                      Ps 68 Matt 22:15-33 
   
16th   Ps 19:7 Mark 2:13-17                          Ps 85 Matt 22:34 
  
17th    Ps 139:1-9 John 1:43                               Ps 96 Hebrews 6:17-7:10 
  
18th    Ps 110:1-4 Mark 2:18-22                                Ps 71 Matt 24:1-14 
 

19th     Ps 111 Mark 2:23                              Ps 107 Matt 24:15-28 

  
20th     Ps 110:1-4 Mark 3:1-6                                   Ps 119:129-152 Matt24:29 
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<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed articles for this edition of Junction 
22  Village Link.  Your contributions are always very welcome.   
 

If you would like to send in a poem, recipe or short anecdote (maximum 400 
words please) the deadline date of 10th January for submitting articles for the 
February edition. 
 

We would also welcome your views on the magazine - What you like about it? 
Could it be improved?  What you are interested in reading about? 
Your feedback is important to us as it lets us know if we are getting it right! 
 

Our Contact details are on Page 27.  
 

                             Morning                                                           Evening 

 

21st    Ps 40:7-19, 17 Mark 3:7-12             Ps 99 Matt 25:1-13 
  
22nd    Ps 85:7 Mark 3:13-19                    Ps 73 Matt 25:14-30 
 

23rd    Ps 47:1-8 Mark 3:20-21                            Ps 61 Matt 25: 31  

  

24th    Ps 128 John 2:1-11                                    Ps 33 Titus 2:1-8, 11-14 
 

25th    Ps 67 Matt 19:27                               Ps m119:41-56 Colossians 1:24-2:7 
 

26th    Ps 40:1-4, 7-10 Mark3:31                  Ps 135 Matt 26:17-35 
 

27th    Ps 110:1-4 mark4:1-20                      Ps 29 Matt 26:36-46 
 

28th    Ps 24:1-6 Mark 4:21-25                            Ps 138 Matt 26:47-56 
 

29th    Ps 37:3-6, 40 Mark 4:26-34             Ps 145 Matt 26:57 
 

30th    Ps 68 Mark 4:35                                 Ps 72 Matt 27:1-10 
 

31st  Ps 111 Mark 1:21-28                         Ps 34 1Corinthians 14:12-20   
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Cross Hills Baptist Church  C o n t a c t s  
 

Pastor: Garry Kelly       29 The Drive, Barwell, Leics. 07816 616189 

Secretary: Mrs Lynda Kelly     29 The Drive, Barwell, Leics. 07903 774491 

Treasurer: Mrs Glynis Straw      110 Main St, Thornton.  01530 230272 

Burials:  Mr Robert Holmes,  15 Jackson Road, Bagworth.  01530 231901 
 

Please Note: 

 

Obviously our services at Cross Hills are suspended for the foreseeable future 
and so we are holding virtual services through the Zoom conferencing 
platform. This is working well for us and our services are held at 11 am every 
Sunday and prayer meetings every Tuesday at 7.15 pm. 
 

Anyone wishing to join our services can they speak to Garry our Minister 
(contact number above) so that he can arrange for you to join our virtual       
services. You will need either a  computer, iPad (or other tablet), or it will work 
to some extent on a mobile phone.  
 

We wish you all well through these trying times. 
 

God Bless.         
  Mary Holmes , Cross Hills Baptist Church 

 

 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

   Countdown                   
 

Using the numbers 

100, 1, 9, 1, 7, 4 

try to make the number  

555 

Use only addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. 

 

Conundrum 
 

 

 

Find the hidden word 

E G G S I N N B I N  
            

                   

(Answers on Page 30) 



Page 11 

Epiphany for today 
 

This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi from the East 
who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).  
 

At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic, are we     
asking the same question? The gifts they offered show us how we can find Him 
in the uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they bowed down and worshipped Him…
and presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11). 
 

The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, destined to rule 
over us all. In this coming year we need to remember that Jesus is on the 
throne, the seat of power and authority in the whole universe. Will we crown 
Him king of our lives and dedicate all that we are and do to Him? 
 

The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an earthly king, 
but God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the prayers of God’s people and so 
this gift reminds us that God is worthy of our worship and prayer. Will we offer 
our praise and prayer, as we seek God to guide us through the uncertainties of 
this time? 
 

The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the baby’s birth 
and life, to His death which would secure life for all. Jesus was offered myrrh 
on the cross and was a spice used in His tomb. As we face the sufferings of this 
New Year, we can be confident that Jesus knows and understands our           
experience. Are we ready to trust Him? 
 

‘Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice! Heav’n sings      
Hallelujah: Hallelujah the earth replies.’ (‘We Three Kings’). 
 

Parish Pump 
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Overcoming disappointment 
 

‘We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.’ (Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr). 
 

During this current pandemic, one of the dominant emotions is disappointment. It 
comes out of our expectations of life, even as people of faith. The life story that 
we adopt for ourselves is that life should be long and healthy; we can  become 
anything we want, and we have perfect families, homes, holidays and retirement! 
No wonder we’re disappointed when things don’t work out like this, especially 
during the pandemic. 
 

Jesus tells the story of a wealthy farmer, living the good life (Luke: 12:13-21), 
when God says: 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. 
Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' It’s a very modern  story, 
as this farmer’s expectations of the future took no account of death or God. Like 
death, there are unexpected moments that interrupt our life story, including ill-
ness, redundancy, divorce, or the pandemic.  
 

If we pay more attention to how Covid upsets us, we can discern where we have 
set our hearts. What life story are we really living for? What are our expectations 
for work, family and friends, health, God or church?  
 

At the end of His parable, Jesus offers this challenge: ‘This is how it will be with 
whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.’ (21). At the 
beginning of a New Year, are we ready to align our story more to God’s  story for 
us? Reflect on Jesus’ parable, asking how God can be at the heart of our life story. 
 

What words would we like to see written on our gravestone when we die,         
describing the way that we’ve lived our life? With God’s help, those words can 
reflect our life today!  
 

Parish Pump 

  
“It is not true that people stop pursuing dreams because they grow old, they 

grow old because they stop pursuing dreams.” 
 

Gabriel García Márquez  
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St Basil the Great, champion of the Church 
 

Basil was most people’s idea of the perfect diocesan bishop. 
He was a theologian of distinction, who as a monk devoted 
himself to much prayer and teaching. He leapt to the defence 
of the Church from the persecution of the Arian emperor    
Valens, but also appreciated great secular literature of the 
time, gave away his inheritance to the poor, knew how to run 
a soup kitchen, and counted thieves and prostitutes among his 
converts. Not your everyday bishop! 
 

Basil (c330-79) came from a distinguished and pious family, and he had the best 
education available at Caesarea, Constantinople and Athens. He decided to     
become a monk with Gregory of Nazianzus, and settled as a hermit near  Neo-
Caesarea. He became bishop of Caesarea in 370, with 50 suffragan bishops to 
look after. It was the time of the great Arian heresy, and Basil would come to be 
seen as one of the great champions of the Church, defending it from secular 
encroachments. 
 

Basil loved his people and was known for his generosity and care for the poor, 
both through food and medical care. He was a great preacher - preaching both 
morning and evening to vast congregations, and organising services of psalms 
before daybreak.   
 

He was interested in monastic legislation, and to this day, nearly all monks and 
nuns of the Greek Church follow his rule. His emphasis was on community life, 
liturgical prayer, and manual work, rather than on solitary asceticism. His rule 
allowed for almsgiving, hospitals and guesthouses. Basil also wrote some im-
portant works on the Holy Spirit. 
 

He died at 49, worn out by austerities, hard work and disease. He was so loved 
that even strangers mourned his death, and in the centuries that followed, 
many artists painted pictures of him. His cult spread rapidly in the West, 
through Greek monks in Italy and through St Benedict admitting that his rule 
had been inspired by “our holy father Basil.” 
 

Parish Pump 
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 Martin Luther and the Diet of Worms - 500 years on 
 

Five hundred years ago, on 3rd January 1521, German Protestant reformer     
Martin Luther was excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church by Pope 
Leo X after he refused to recant his writings. A few weeks later, on 23rd January, 
the Diet of Worms was called by the Holy Roman Empire and ran until25th May.  
 

This amusingly titled event (Diet means assembly, and Worms is a city in the 
Rhineland) culminated in the Edict of the Diet of Worms, which declared that 
Luther was a heretic, and banned his writings. 
 

Luther was a monk and professor of biblical interpretation at the University of 
Wittenberg who came to oppose the Church’s corrupt practice of selling            
indulgences for the forgiveness of sins. His 95 theses, which he is famous for 
nailing to a church door in 1517 - though some historians doubt that it actually 
happened – were based on the belief that salvation is by grace through faith and 
cannot be bought by cash or actions, however good. 
 

Luther was defiant and was supported by powerful princes. He lived until 1546 
and with others brought about the Reformation, though he would doubtless 
have been amazed at the sheer number and variety of different Protestant       
denominations (including various forms of Lutheranism) that would trace their 
origin to his actions.  

Parish Pump 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Plants in your front garden 
 

What’s in your front garden? If it is sparse, why not consider adding some 
plants this year?  Apparently, the presence of greenery can lower your stress 
levels as much as two months of mindfulness sessions. Plants can also help you 
to feel happier. 
 

A recent trial study by the Royal Horticultural Society found that people who 
introduced  
ornamental plants such as juniper, azalea, clematis, lavender, daffodil bulbs and 
petunias had a significant lowering of the stress hormone, cortisol, and many 
reported that they felt ‘happier’.   

Parish Pump 



Page 15 

The Christmas story carries on into the New Year, with Epiphany and the arrival 

of the Wise Men, led by the Star in the East. Through the eyes of faith, they saw 

Messiah in that small baby, and worshipped him, giving gifts that foresaw his life 

and work. New Year is also a time of new beginnings for us – resolutions about 

diets and paying the bills and doing better at work. Happy New Year! 

Epiphany 
Wise 
Men  
Camels 
Baby 
Jesus 
Star 
Herod 
Worship 
Gold  
Frankincense 
Myrrh 
New 
Resolutions 
Bills 
Work 
Study 
Running 
Gym 
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It’s A-mazing! 

Sudoku 
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‘Just for Fun’ Quiz 

Questions: 
 

1.   Which instrument has forty-seven strings and seven pedals?  
 

2.  What was soaked in vinegar then hung on a string?  
 

3.  What is the world’s biggest spider?  
 

4.   I have a cake and a table named after me, and I’m used all round the world.  
     What am I?  
 

5.   Home to the Ross Sea and a species of flightless bird. Where is this?  
 

6.   Name the Corsican who captured Toulon and who sold Louisiana to     
      America.  
 

7.   Which type entertainment has cars but no roads, curves but no figure, and  
      white knuckles?  
 

8.   Who, in 1806, became King George’s favourite potter?  
 

9.   Whereabouts in London is the Stock Exchange?  
 

10. I am Liverpudlian but not Liverpool. What am I?  
 

11. In which century did post boxes first appear in England?  
 

12. Which 2 dances are used as words in the phonetic alphabet?   
 

13. Only 4 Gemstones are classed as precious which are they? 
 

14.  What is the last word in the Bible? 
 
15. How many stars are there on the flag of the Peoples Republic of China?   
 

16. What did the Irish adventurer Captain Thomas Blood attempt to steal in  
       1671?  
 

17. Which former film star has a statue to him in Leicester Square in London? 

 

18.  The Amazon flows through how many countries?   
  

(Answers on Page 18) 
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‘Just for Fun’ Quiz Answers 
 

1.       Harp                                                      10.     Everton Football Club 
 

2.       Conker                                                  11.     17th (1653) 
 

3.       Goliath Birdeater Tarantula             12.      Foxtrot/Tango 
 

4. Coffee                                                 13.      Diamond/Emerald/Ruby/ Sapphire     
 

5.       Antartica                                              14.      Amen     
 

6.       Napolean Bonaparte                         15.     Five 
 

7.       Roller Coaster                                     16.    The Crown Jewels  
 

8.       Josia Spode                                          17.    Charlie Chaplin 
 

9.      Paternoster Square                             18.    Seven (Peru/Colombia/Brazil/ 
                                                                                  Bolivia/Venezuela/Ecuador/Guyana) 
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A Father’s Place 
 

The wall has crumbled,                                                                                                                       
Black-shadowed stones                                                                                               
Tumbled long ago into the yard.                                                                                                
A gnarled sycamore leans in the gap                                                                              
Pointing wearily to the hills beyond the town. 
 

It is still;                                                                                                                                                             
A night frozen in eternity. 
 

Lost in the deepest shadows,                                                                                            
Standing against the worn stones                                                                                   
As though to seek their strength,                                                                                                                                                    
Is a man;                                                                                                                                      
A man with no place. 
 

So it has all happened                                                                                                                                                                   
Just as she said.                                                                                                                                              
Quiet now, the child sleeps in her arms.                                                                                                                                   
A boy;                                                                                                                                                               
Strong, sturdy;                                                                                                                        
Baby fingers already reaching out to take a grip on life. 
 

“There can be no doubts,” she said. “Only trust”.                                                                                                                           
That she should need to ask that of him!                                                                                        
He cannot remember a time when she was not his beloved.                                                                      
She is his whole existence;                                                                                                                               
His purpose. 
 

Darkness voices the doubts.                                                                                                                                         
O God, it is hard to accept a child not his own.                                                                             
Workworn hands clench;                                                                                                      
His fist strikes the stones.                                                                                                        
O God, how he prayed for a son!                                                                                                                   
To live again his childhood;                                                                                                                   
To climb the highest hill                                                                                                                           
To show him the secret places where the birds nest;                                                                 
To shield him from harm;                                                                                                    
To take trusting fingers in his own and,                                                                                                       
Holding him close,                                                                                                                                    
Share in his innocence.  
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<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

His loneliness tears his heart like a pain..                                                                
Loneliness too terrible to withstand.                                                                                          
God, was this the way you answered him? 
 

Suddenly, he lifts his head                                                                                                         
His eyes focus on the distant star.                                                                                                   
He knows now, somehow,                                                                                                                          
Beyond all knowledge,                                                                                                                                   
That this moment will return,                                                                                                            
Not for him, but for the child.   
 

On a night such as this.                                                                                                                      
Starlit and still,                                                                                                                                
The child will stand…                                                                                                                            
A man alone…                                                                                                                                                         
Utterly alone;                                                                                                                                                  
Forsaken; deserted,                                                                                                                          
This child will share all sorrows.  
 

He straightens.                                                                                                                                        
He has found his place.                                                                                                                                  
A Father’s place.                                                                                                                                                 
He must care for his child -                                                                                                               
Shield him and guide him.                                                                                                                
The child is his;                                                                                                                               
A gift from God;                                                                                                                                       
A future.  
 

And they will call his name Jesus . 
 

Muriel Walker                                                                                                                             
 

 
 

“Until we have begun to go without them, we fail to realize how unnecessary 
many things are. We've been using them not because we needed them but 

because we had them.” 
 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca, 
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Copt Oak News 

Hello Everyone, 
 

First, I want to thank all those of you who have contacted me by phone, card or 
personally, after my article last month. Your thoughtful and kind messages are 
very much appreciated. 
 

Secondly, my thanks to Mrs Margaret Pike and Mrs Rosemary Robson, who 
called me regarding Mr Shipley Matts. ( November Issue). Rosemary’s father 
owned The George, Markfield and she clearly remembers Mr Shipley Matts (we 
don’t know which one!) cutting men’s hair in the pub kitchen. One client would 
arrive on Brown’s Blue Bus go into the pub, have his hair cut and catch the same 
bus as it came back. 
 

One memory triggers another and Margaret remembered Wardles, the baker’s,  
on  Main St. 
 

Trying to keep my mind active, I aim to complete one crossword and one Sudoku 
each day. Recently, one crossword clue was ‘ the origin and development of 
words,’ the answer being ‘Etymology’. Now why would I mention that? All will 
be revealed! 
  
As a result of the current situation, it is unlikely that people will be leaving these 
shores during the Christmas and New Year holidays - instead, they are likely to 
be staying at home or somewhere else in Britain. A new word has emerged to 
describe this situation, i.e. ‘Staycation’ - - I guess a mix of stay, as in remain and 
vacation. Staying at home was the norm for my family for years, a day spent at 
the seaside or travelling to see relatives, was the holiday, but this new word, 
which will, I suppose, eventually be entered into the Oxford English Dictionary, 
describes precisely what we were doing. My parents would be astounded to 
think that they were remotely involved in the etymology of a new word!  
 

May the Peace and Happiness of Christmas continue into the New Year and   
beyond for you all.  
 

Mary Pepper 
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St Peters Church News 
 

After a four week break our normal pattern of services has resumed - the first 
was Holy Communion on 6th Dec. It was lovely to be back with the church family  
- and attendance has held up very well. Unfortunately with all of the restrictions 
we cannot hold our regular Carol Service - 9 Lessons and Carols, but we will be 
following it on-line.  
 

The work on the windows continues  - of them were taken out to be rebuilt and 
new saddle bars constructed - 2 are back in (see photo) and they look excellent 
- fully restored and the glass sparkling clean. The other 2 will be returned by the 
end of this week (12th Dec). Hopefully the scaffolding will be dismantled soon 
after this date and we can have a really good clean to remove all of the dust 
and grit that was created chopping out the windows.  
 

I reported on the progress of applying for a faculty for our new shed - it has 
been completed and sent to the DAC who meet in the middle of December - 
hopefully they will approve our application and we can get on with the project. 
 
Work continues on keeping the church grounds tidy and well maintained , i.e. 
removing leaves, cleaning headstones in the Garden of Remembrance,           
replacing a floodlight bulb - thanks go mainly to Pat and Ray for continuing with 
this necessary work.  
 

Les Gammon   
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“Wise men speak because they have something to say; fools because they have 
to say something.”   

Plato 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

And by the light of that same star     
 

On Saturday 14th November a lighted Christmas tree appeared in our neighbour's 
front room window.  The following day a Christmas tree with lights was placed on 
either side of their front door.   On Saturday 21st November Christmas lights 
were erected over the doorway and roof of the same neighbour's house and on 
22nd November lights were placed in their silver birch tree. That evening David 
and I were treated to a display of bright falling stars from the said tree courtesy of 
some computerised trickery.  
 

In the lead up to Christmas there were many articles in the national and local  
papers stating that a record number of Christmas trees had been sold and it was 
predicted that 2020 would be the year when Christmas cards made a comeback.  
As if to prove this point, by December 2nd we had in our home, two fully            
decorated Christmas trees and had received a large number of Christmas cards.     
We looked forward to our hall and lounge being filled with cards depicting       
seraphim and sleigh bells, reindeer, wreaths and Nativity scenes.      
 

Our own Christmas card list was significantly extended as in this extraordinary 
year of enforced separation we were minded to give rather than to receive. It 
seemed right to spend a moment writing a message and choosing the right card 
for the right person. Zoom chats and WhatsApp calls whilst keeping us in touch 
don't always convey the depth of our feelings. A written message was a tangible 
way of telling our loved ones, friends and neighbours that we were thinking about 
them during these difficult times.  
 

As for the bright stars which shone every evening  in our neighbour’s birch tree, it 
was a daily reminder of that special star which guided the shepherds and the wise 
men to the stable where the baby Jesus  lay.  

 

 Jan Gaskell   
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Thornton News  
 
Thornton Nature Notes 
 

Early Winter sightings. 
 

Mid November was marked by mild weather and butterflies including Red    
Admiral and Peacock were still on the wing. Bird highlights included a single 
Hawfinch on November 11th. It was heard giving its characteristic tik tik call, 
while circling near to the church, before heading off to the south.  Also seen on 
this date was a flock of 326 Redwing and 80 Fieldfare. 
 

The November Webs count took place on the 15th. Notable counts included 249 
Mallard, 172 Coot and an impressive 65 Cormorant. Duck species seen included 
Teal, Gadwall, Wigeon and Shoveler. 
 

A female Blackcap was seen on November 19th. This summer visitor is now    
increasingly deciding to over winter in Britain. To find out more about this    
behaviour strategy a colour ringing project is being carried out by the BTO. If 
you should spot a colour ringed Blackcap in the winter contact Greg Conway at 
blackcap@bto.org 
 

Calm and sunny weather on November 22nd had 240 Starling heading west. On 
the same morning 1500 Woodpigeon were counted in 45 minutes heading 
south. 
 

As November drew to a close other species recorded included a male          
Goosander over south west, a Water Rail in the Top pool, and on the 28th a      
female Common Scoter. 
 

As December commenced calm weather allowed one of the tern rafts to be 
towed in, repaired and then re-anchored at the Top End.   
 

On December 1st eight Pochard were present and on the 5th a single Shelduck 
flew west. 
 

The numbers of Black Headed Gulls have been increasing at the outflow. On 
December 8th a single first winter Mediterranean Gull was with them. On its 
right leg it had a metal ring. I only managed to get some of the code, but I am 
certain it was a foreign ring. I am hoping that it returns so I can discover its 
country of origin. 
 

 

mailto:blackcap@bto.org
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<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

 

Fourteen Stock Dove were with Woodpigeons on the plough on the 9th and four 
male Pochard were on the reservoir. The Chaffinch flock on the stubble at the 
Top end has increased and now numbers approximately 120 birds.  
 

On December 10th a Woodcock was flushed from Browns Wood.  Also on this 
date a Cormorant with a white head was seen at the Stanton inflow. This bird is 
probably of the race sinensis or Continental. They attain their breeding plumage 
earlier in the spring, and this individual is certainly ahead of schedule.  
 

Andy Smith 10/12/2020 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Little Angels 

 

Little Angels, our group for babies and pre-school  children and their adults, are 
still unable to meet as I write, which is really disappointing.  Lis and I are     
longing to see you all again, and we will keep in touch and let you know as 
soon as it is possible to meet again.  
 

If you would like to know more about this lovely group, please contact either:  
 

Lis Muller on Tel: 01530 231502, email: lis.muller@hotmail.co.uk  
or 

 Helen Brown on Tel: 01530 230532, email: brown.helenmary@gmail.com 

Open that window 
 

Here is an easy resolution for the New Year: open your windows at home for 
‘short sharp bursts’ of 10 to 15 minutes at a time, several times a day.  
 

The government’s public information campaign says that regular fresh air can 
cut the risk of Covid transmission by more than 70 per cent.  
 

So, either leave a window open a small amount continuously, or open it fully 
on a regular basis throughout the day, especially if anyone has come to visit 
you in your home. Coronavirus is spread through the air by droplets and    
smaller particles known as aerosols.  They can hang in the air for hours and 
they build up over time.                               

Parish Pump 

mailto:lis.muller@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:brown.helenmary@gmail.com
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The first man to get stopped for speeding… 
 

It was 125 years ago, on 28th January 1896, that Walter Arnold of Kent became 
the first person in the world to be convicted of speeding. The speed limit was 
2mph at the time, and a man carrying a red flag had to walk in front of the   
vehicle. But one day Mr Arnold took off at 8mph, without a flag bearer. He was 
chased by a policeman on a bicycle for five miles, arrested, and fined one      
shilling. 
 

Mr Arnold was four times over the rather modest 2mph limit in the streets of 
Paddock Wood, near Tunbridge Wells in Kent. To achieve this feat today, a  
driver in most towns or cities would have to be travelling at over 100mph, 
which is probably a bit excessive. 
 

The speed limit was changed later that same year to 14mph, but there is no 
record of Mr Arnold getting his money back. Nor is there any evidence that he 
was endangering life and limb, which used to be the criterion: the 1832 Stage 
Carriage Act introduced the offence of endangering someone’s safety by 
"furious driving”. 
 

Just over 100 years later, the road safety charity Brake reports that male      
motorists are more than three times as likely as women to having driven at 
more than 100mph, because ‘boy racers’ believe they have more talent than 
the  average driver. Police have caught one driver doing 120mph in a 20mph 
zone, another doing 152mph in a 30mph zone, and one doing an astonishing 
180mph on a motorway. As Edmund King, AA president, points out: “Generally 
men have riskier attitudes towards driving than their female counterparts. 
 

Parish Pump 

 Order 
 

Happy to visit his local pub before it closed again, a man found himself near 
two nuns. Eager to talk to anyone after weeks in Tier 3, he ventured: “What is 
your order?” (Meaning their religious community.) 
 

The nuns happily replied: “Sausage and chips.” 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
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 A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class, because it was 
a weapon of math disruption.  

 

 A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering.  
 

 The soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a        
seasoned veteran.  

 

 If you jumped off a bridge in Paris , you'd be in Seine  
 

 When cannibals ate a missionary, they got a taste of religion.  
 

 In a democracy it's your vote that counts. In feudalism it's your count 
that votes.  

 

 And finally --- There was the person who sent ten puns to friends, with 
the hope that at least one of the puns would make them laugh. No pun 
in ten did! 

Smile! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

All in the month of ….January 
It was: 
 

 150 years ago, on 26th January 1871 that the Rugby Football Union (RFU) 
was founded in England. 

 

 100 years ago, on 28th January 1921 that the Tomb of the Unknown     
Soldier was installed beneath the Arc de Triomphe in Paris. It honours 
those who died in WWI (and later also WWII) who were never identified.  

 

 25 years ago, on 27th January 1996 that the first Holocaust                      
Remembrance Day was observed in Germany. It became International            
Holocaust Day in 2005 when it was adopted by the United Nations. It 
marks the day (27th January 1945) when the Auschwitz-Birkenau            
concentration/death camp was liberated.  

 

 10 years ago, on 4th January 2011 that Gerry Rafferty, Scottish rock   
singer and songwriter, died.  Best known for his solo hit ‘Baker Street’.  
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Local Adverts 

Countdown 
Solution   

       

     (7 - 1) x 100 = 600 
         9 x (4 + 1) = 45 
            600 - 45 = 555 

 
 

Conundrum 
Solution 

 

The hidden word is 
BEGINNINGS  

HAVE YOU MADE YOUR WILL YET? 

IS YOUR CURRENT WILL UP TO DATE? 

 

We come to you! 
For an appointment or a brochure telephone 

 

Wills                            Thomas & Cooper Legal Services 
Trusts                                  01509 507334 (Home)  
Estate Planning                   08450 868571 (Office) 
Power of Attorney    90 The Meadows, Shepshed LE12 9QN 
Funeral Plans         A Member of the Society of Will Writers 

Local Adverts 
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Jamie Kendrick 

26 Merrylees Road,  

Thornton, LE67 1AN 
 

  

   Traditional Sunday Lunch  
                             (with personal service to your table) 

One course  £9.95    Two courses  £12.95    Three courses  £15.95 
  

Lunches & Snacks served Tuesday to Sunday 
    Evenings (Tues - Sat): ‘A la Carte’ or Snacks  ****Weekend Specials*** 
 

      Home made Pie Night - Wednesdays from £6.95 
 

Thursday is “Steak Night” £19.95 
 

                    2 x steaks with Hand Cut Chips, Peas, Tomatoes, Mushrooms   

                                               and 2 glasses of House Wine 
                         

A Welcoming Homely Atmosphere, Garden and Great Food 
 

213 Main Street, Thornton  01530 230808   
www.bricklayersthornton.co.uk 

For details of our opening times during the Coronavirus situation please check 
our Facebook page -  Bricklayers Arms Thornton - for updates. 

The Bricklayer’s Arms  
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Foot Problems?  

Corns, Calluses, Verrucae, Hard Skin, 

 Nail Problems, Athlete’s Foot, Sore and 

Cracked Heels 

Ring Alistair Watt. 

MCFHP.MAFHP. 
 

Foot Health Specialist 
 

01530 243009 or 07802 

777221 
 

Evenings and weekends available 

Service with a smile - Guaranteed 

Have them treated professionally in the 

comfort of your own home 

 

SEASONS BEAUTY  
DAY SPA  

  

Monthly special offers 
 

Lovely selection of products in 
our beauty & gift shop  

 

Gift vouchers also available 
 
 

Call - 01530 249229 

 
 

121 Main Street, Markfield 
 

www.seasonsbeautydayspa.co.uk 
 

Open Tues to Sat (late night 
Thurs) 

 

 
If you would like to advertise your business in this magazine 

please contact Mary Gibson on 01530 231993 

Copt Oak Memorial Hall  
 

 
 
 
 
 

For details of restrictions on the 
use of our hall as a result of  
Covid-19 regulations please 

contact: 
 

Tel: 07749 308480 
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Independent Financial Advisors 
 
Advisors are available to discuss: 
~ Retirement Planning & Pensions 
~ Mortgages & Family Protection 
~ Investments & Inheritance Tax        
   Planning 
 
110 Main Street, Markfield,          
Leicestershire, LE67 9UU. 
Tel: 01530 244455   Fax: 01530 888444 

Planning Service for 
private and industrial property 
Plans prepared and submitted to local 
authorities for all types of building work 
including improvements. 
 

For a complete service contact: 
  

 David Brooks, Surveyor, 
 The Laurels 
 40 Main Street 
 Markfield 
 Leics. 
 

 Tel: (01530) 242919 

J. G. Wright 
 

A privately owned firm offering 24 hour 
personal and dignified service 

Day & Night 
Private Chapels of Rest   

 
Hearse, Cars  

and Flowers Supplied 
Funerals Completely Furnished 

 
Talbott House 

 9a Leicester Road, Anstey 
Leicester LE7 7AT 

 

Telephone: 0116 234 0548 

Bown’s Homeware 
100 Main Street 

Markfield 
 

01530 242057 
 

Everything you need for your  
home and garden 


